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President’s Mumblings: 

Hopefully everyone has been keeping warm and dry the past few weeks. We need the rain, and it is 
supposed to be winter but my goodness its been bitterly cold. I’ve had a few small jobs to get done on the 
car but even those have been delayed as its been too blinking cold to go out there after work! Its nearly 
ready to go back on the road. Funnily enough it’s a dead heater fan switch that’s keeping me off the road 
right now. Yes, your President is soft, but I have a heater in the car and I need it to work! Funnily enough, 
my other car has completely the opposite issue … I can’t shut the heater off! 

It might be cold but we have a really good calendar of events for you for the run up to Summer. Highlights 
include our traditional Pea and Pie night (Saturday 24 August at the Clubrooms – don’t forget to RSVP or 
we won’t have a pie for you!), the Club has been invited to the Sporting Car Club for an evening with the 
Classic and Modern register (6 September) and then our Annual Dinner on the 21st of September, this 
year at Café Paparazzi on Unley Road. More details can be found on these and other upcoming events 
later in this months Burble and of course on the Club website and social media. 

It's been pretty quiet on the run front over the past couple of months, entirely due to the inclement 
weather! Both attempts to hold a Mid Week Meander have been rained out (or threatened to be). The 
Club hopes to be able to put on an August Midweek run. This will be the planned June run, delayed until 
July and now hopefully run in August. But we need a Run Captain if someone is keen to volunteer. The run 
is planned and if I know likely numbers, I’ll book a table for the lunch, but work commitments are such I 
likely can’t attend. Any volunteers to run the Run, please let me know and then I’ll advertise the event. 

I’d like to make mention of Jez Robinson 
here. He got frustrated with no organised 
runs so he decided to get a few mates, 
their partners and their cars together the 
other Sunday. Word got out and he 
found himself the unwitting organiser of 
a run that brought together some 30 
people, mainly members and a few who 
are ‘Sprite Club Curious’. Undaunted, he 
organised a table for breakfast and then 
a photo shoot for the 11 Spridgets in 
attendance. 11 cars and 30 people you 

ask – well, we also had one chap in an Alfa, two minis, a 
Datsun 1200 and an HQ Kingswood.  

More importantly, we found a new Spridget owner who may 
become a member of the Club. He’s upgraded to a stunning 
Mk3 Midget (UK import, via New Zealand, and bought from 
Queensland) from a Big Healey. When cyclists stop their 
group ride to take photos of the assembled cars, you know 
you’ve put on a good display! A great morning had by all and 
we eagerly await the next Robinson Run! 



 

 

 

On the membership front we’ve had a fantastic couple of months membership wise. We’ve had new 
members coming in with their Clubbie ICVs (I think this brings the number to 15 in the club), however, we 
lost a Sprite member when he sold his car. Luckily for us, the person who bought the car, Janice Walker, 
has already joined the club! I’d like to take this opportunity to remind members of the requirement to 
attend at least three scheduled events throughout the year. If you can’t for reasons various, please 
contact the Committee to let them know of your circumstances as some have already done. We 
completely understand some people’s personal and/or work circumstances prevent them from 
participating more frequently and if this is the case, please let the Committee know. We want to be 
known as a club focused on its members, not just for access to the SA Conditional Registration Scheme 
and the benefits it brings. 

Which leads me to a difficult conversation! I’d like members to put their thinking caps on please. As you 
all know the Club membership fees have been held at $50 for an extended period of time. We all know 
firsthand that the cost of everything has been rising and this includes essentials for the Club, such as our 
annual insurances and the hire for the club rooms. Over the next couple of months the Committee will be 
mulling over a potential increase to our annual subscription fees and the impact that this may have on 
members. If you have any views, please have a chat with a Committee member. 

There is lots more news, so come along to a meeting or an event soon so you can catch up! 

Hope to see you out on the road soon 

RobinD 

Club President. 

 
Upcoming Events of Note 
 
21st Aug - Midweek Run.  

Run Captain wanted.  
Starting at Ridge Park, the run will take in some of Adelaide’s best driving roads out to Gumeracha and then 
on for lunch at Lobethal. Total run distance approx. 100km. More details to follow! 

 
24 Aug – Annual Pie and Pea Night.  

Held at the Clubrooms this is a great night to catch up and enjoy a South Australian culinary icon. A Pie 
Floater! Don’t knock it until you try it!  
Please RSVP as soon as possible so the club can order the pies. If you have particular dietary requirements, 
please let us know so we can cater for you (and you feel that you can come along!). 
Cost - $10 per head 
A raffle will be held ($5 per 3 tickets) as well as a Quiz Night to challenge the grey matter! 

 
6 Sep – A Night with the Sporting Car Club 

Thanks to the efforts of Carole and David Tye, the Sprite Club has been invited to join in to the Classic and 
Modern Register meeting on the 6th of September. Spridgets will be the theme of the night with three 
Sprite Club members presenting their cars on stage and talking to the Sporting Car Club members about 
their cars. All Sprite Club members are encouraged to come along for the night. 
We have two cars locked in and we are looking for a third member who may be interested in presenting 
their car on the night (plus a spare, just in case!). If you haven’t had an opportunity to ‘go on stage’ before 
and might like to be part of the night, please let me know! 
More details to follow (timing etc) 

 
  



 

 

21 Sep – Annual Sprite Club Dinner 
The Annual Club Dinner will be held at Café Paparazzi, doors open 1830 for a 1900hr meal start. Grant and 
Angela have organised a three course meal with a selection of main courses. 
RSVP is essential, with names, any dietary requirements AND payment by the 14th please. 
This is always a great night, with food, friendship, annual awards and a Quiz! 
Cost - $55 per head 
More details can be found here: https://www.spriteclub.com.au/?p=12757  
 

06 Oct – Picnic Run to Collingrove Vintage Hill Climb 
This was a great event last year so the plan is to do it again. Details to follow! 
 

12 October – Gary’s Fish and Chip Run 
A late Saturday afternoon run for fish and chips, and maybe an ice cream. Details to follow! 
 

14 October – General Meeting held at Richmonds 
Thanks to Gary Dodd and Andy Morgan, the Sprite Club has the rare privilege of holding its General 
Meeting at Richmonds, one of Australia’s premier classic car showrooms. After a very abridged meeting 
Andy will talk to us about who and what Richmonds are and show the club some of the stunning exhibits 
for sale or just for safe keeping! A night not to be missed 

 

 

Regalia Update 

Hopefully people have read the website and 
Facebook article about the Grill Badges and other 
warm weather regalia available for order or 
purchase. Come with cash or a deposit to buy, 
order or collect! 

For interstate and international readers of the 
Burble, you can order you items by contact myself or the regalia officer via our 
Facebook page or email us at regalia@spriteclub.com.au. 

Postage for most items in Australia is $15 (Express bag) and international rates 
can be provided on request. 

Payment details: 

Account Name: THE SPRITE CLUB OF SA INC. 

BSB: 085-005 

Account Number: 20-743-2628 

Please provide your name and a reference to the payment being for regalia in the deposit information! 

 

For those of you who ordered new long sleeve clothing, it will be available at tonights General Meeting. 
Here’s hoping you’ve read the Burble! 

 

Regalia Officer 

Its on a sadder note that I’m letting members know that Daryl has requested to step down from the 
Regalia Officer role on the Committee. Daryl has spent the last few months undertaking a significant 

https://www.spriteclub.com.au/?p=12757
https://host38.conetix.com.au:8443/smb/email-address/edit/id/174


 

 

professional development opportunity within his work and this has led to an opportunity for further 
studies, all of which comes with a significant after-hours study commitment. 

I’d like to thank Daryl for is work as the Regalia Officer. He has rejuvenated and expanded the 
merchandise offerings, which has included getting the new club badge produced, a significantly more 
difficult exercise than we anticipated, as well as new clothing and merchandise lines, several of which 
members still have not seen as they are being finalised. Daryl was also instrumental in brining in new 
sponsors to the club. I’ve already mentioned the rising costs and the sponsorship dollars have been a 
great help this year. 

Daryl, thank you. We hope that you stay a member and that we get to see your long term Mk2 
restoration on the road, joining your beautiful Humpy Holden at a Display Day soon! 

If anyone is interested to take on the role of Regalia Officer, please let the Committee know. We’d love to 
see someone helping in this guise before the next AGM if we can!! 

 

Caught in the Headlights (#3) 

Oops – this is supposed to be where you get to meet one of our members and I have to apologise that I 
haven’t had the time to sit down and conduct the interview with someone!  

Next time …. If you’d be willing to be interrogated for the newsletter, please let me know!! 

 

Tech Tip #15 

With Spring just around the corner now is the time to get under your car and do the things you’ve been 
putting off because its too damned cold! Change the oil, check the brakes, check the radiator and 
recharge the battery. Don’t miss the glorious early Spring mornings driving through the hills and valleys 
and seeing all of the trees in blossom! Spring is just one month away! 

 

Blast From The Past 

This month’s magazine retrospective is from Modern Motor of November 1962. For all of 2/6 you could 
read about the all new Cortina, the new fangled MGB and the MkII Sprite.  

In 1962 the MkII was noted a ‘Sprightlier Sprite’ with more comfort (!!) and prettier than the Mk1 Bugeye 
(Frogeye to some). Enjoy 
  



 

 

 

2024 Sprite Club Calendar of Events 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


